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WEAZ BT EZ B U T

Sung Gong Chung : ¥ 2
Department of Physics, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo Michigan, USA

I cannot believe it is already 3 months, and the time Kameda-san asked me to write something about my stay at
ISSP. My experience here, however, is very peculiar, because I graduated from University of Tokyo 26 years ago.
Remembering old days of ISSP at previous location, Roppongi in Tokyo, a nostalgia arises in my mind. My host
Prof. Kazuo Ueda was a Ph.D. student when I started my graduate study at Roppongi. I came back to ISSP as a
visiting professor, like a salmon came back to a river he was born. 30 years ago, we played ping-pong, but no
discussion of physics, now no ping-pong but lots of physics this time. As for ping-pong, I have been playing with a
Taiwanese student, Chien-Lung Huang in the group of Prof. Uwatoko. Long time ago, as far as I remember, very few
foreigner were at ISSP. Time has passed and the atmosphere of ISSP has clearly changed, going toward irresistible
direction, globalization, although it would be fair to point out that more fraction in the population at ISSP could be
foreigner. If I am allowed to say a word here, in a big picture, the more colorful, the stronger. Indeed, I believe that
is the unique strength of America.

I have traveled a lot this time. To Yukawa Institute of Kyoto University and Ryukyu University as a speaker, to
Aizu to give a public lecture at a company, to Osaka to attend the Japan Physical Society, and Itou in Izu for a hot
spring! With or without physics, with or without my old Korean friends from the days of my undergraduate study at
Tokyo Institute of Technology in Oookayama 35 years ago, common to all these trips and my 3 months stay at ISSP,
is a delightful memory of heartfelt kindness of Japanese people. I certainly know Japan and Japanese from my
peculiar situation that I spent decades here in Japan, but I see in people living Japan now a unique maturity, not
like in America, not like in Europe, not even like in Korea or China, a unique form of culture. Is this a reflection of
high prosperity of Japan? Very likely, 40 years after the Tokyo Olympic, at least prosperity is a necessary condition.
I have no time here to contemplate on this point further, an interesting homework to me, but I can tell one thing for
sure, that if another such chance is given to me, I would take it without hesitation.

Finally, there is a significant change in my life style and Kazuo’s influence is large here, that is, my body recovered
an alcohol consumption ability dramatically. Of course it should. If one has a numerous chance to drink, a sort of

“muscle” for alcohol should develop!

HOF A AENLHAPLEZEEIILADI Y 30T
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