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Physics of Clusters
25

Clusters are classified as metallic or non - metallic, and examples of properties (stability,
ionization potential, polarizability, and photoabsorption) are given. Periodic behavior is
observed in clusters as well as in atoms and nuclei. The scattering of single electrons on
clusters, and the scattering of single atoms on clusters will be described and compared.
The scattering interactions depend on cluster ionization potentials, electron affinities, and

polarizabilities; and are related to the growth processes of clusters in the gas phase.
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