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Notes on a Ruefully Short Visiting Professorship

At this the eve of the termination of my appointment at
the Busseiken, I am pleased to take advantage of the traditionalk
priviledge extended to visitors to express in writing thoughts
and impressions garnered over my rapid and, alas, too short a
stay. I am for one ever conscious and thankful of the great and
largely undeserved honour which was extended me by the members of
the Institute by appointing me a Visiting Professor. Consequently,
it is my earnest hope that. by being the first, I have not, at
least, done irreparable harm to a new program through my intrinsic
ineptitude and severe limitation in talent. My sincere wish 1is
indeed for the Visiting Professor program to fluorish here at the
Institute and for many more deserving candidates than I to follow
and to contribute to the advancement of Japanese Sciences in the
years to come.

In the professional sense, I cannot but express favourable
impressions and sentiments on the state of scientific achievement
in Japan. I can also assure you that the luster of Busseiken has
certainly not decreased over the years. On the contrary, through
the enlightment of the financial authorities, the recent impressive
infusion of capital equipment has added range and increased capa-
bility to the already large pool of ability and talent to be found
here. In so doing, the position of leadership of the Institute,
and henée of Japanese Solid State, surely has been buttressed

against erosion for some years to come. The obvious dilligence

of the Directorate in obtaining increasing support as well as
the forthsight of the authorities in recognizing the needs 1is
to be highly commended. The more so in view of these times when

various economic and socio-political factors have induced a



serious crisis in Physics almost universally and succeeded in turn
in demoralizing the profession. It is particularly important in
Vthese difficult times to encourage the authorities not only to
continue their level of support but to increase it in order to
maintain the capabilities already developed and to assure orderly
development of the field against needs and requirements which are
certainly to come in the future. In view of Japan's very strong
foreign exchange position, for example, increaéing opportunities
to continue work abroad would undoubtedly be highly welcomed,
particularly among the younger and newer members of the profession.

That continued work in basic research in scientific disciplines
is required cannot really be questioned, neither can the inter-
relation of scilence within itself and with society as a whole
remain ignored. It is thus encouraging to learn of moves within
this Institute to establish interdisciplinary programs initially
to insure collaboration in the fulfillment of material needs, a
subject which will play an ever increasing role in importance in
determining the "quality of 1life"™ in the future.

In the personal sense, my stay in Japan has been something
akin to a very smooth and pleasant homecoming. From its very
beginning, no contratemps have appeared to mar it and only sincere

hospitality and congeniality have accentuated it. Cordial

assistance has been extended without hesitation not only by my
colleagues here at Busseiken but by the members of &all the
institutions throughout Japan which I was priviledged to visit.

To 1list all those involved from Osaka to Tohoku would be a well-
nigh impossible task, hopefully, reiteration of my sincere and
thankful appreciation will be sufficient until the day I am granted
the opportunity to repay in kind. Yet, the above-the-call assis-

tance, guidance and kindness of Profs. Sugano and Shionoya cannot



be but particularly achnowledged; I am and will remain deeply
obliged to them and will assuredly fall short in attempts to repay,
though repay I must. It has also been a proviledge to have been
allowed close assoclation with students and members of the two
aforementioned ken's —— Drs. Akimoto and Oka need to be mentioned
in this respect.

In return for these past few months, I feel inadequate in
offering the relatively limited hospitality and facilities which
are mine to give at my home base of semi-artic Wisconsin. Clearly
no place on earth can match in opportunity and splendor the ft_EL
possibilities Japan has to offer; should you, however, decide to
visit I can assure you that we can offer roughly twelve }{ }i
occassions at Wisconsin, the neccessary liquid complement needless
to say will always be available.

Lastly and in farewell, I wish to reiterate the pride I feel
in having been a member of the Institute and express how grateful
I will always be of the confidence Busseiken has shown in me by

extending the invitation. I will hope not to disappoint this

confidence. I have learned a great deal more than I taught

during my stay. Thank you again for the opportunity.

William M. Yen
12z t'fl, 2
= MUN g
/El//& /\3) )ﬂ\]‘l}
June 1972
Tokyo, Japan
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