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The Education of a Visiting Scientist

My stay at the Institute for Solid State Physics has been
an educational experience which has taught me many things about
my own work habits and attitudes. Perhaps most important, I
have learned that "gaijin" physicists are quite speiled. The
relative affluence of basic sclience in the west (in the past
ten years anyway) has allowed meny of us to become somewhat
removed from the everyday tasks of doing experimental research.
Not so in Japan! I have really enjoyed "getting my hands
dirty", if sometimes in exasperstion, I have also been happy
to rediscover the feeling of satisfaction from participating
in every phese of & research problem, Second, I have learned
that Americen physicists (me anyway) are very lazy. The
buseiken work schedule from 10 am to 7 pm (or later) six days
a week, was at first a formidable challenge. Now,I hope that
I can retain some of this drive when I return to Boston. I
have also learned that we are somewhat noisy, compared to our
Jepanese counterparts. Even now, it is very hard to understand
how the members of ISSP can accomplish so much and still be so
very quiet in going asbout their tasks., I hope that I have
learned to reduce my noise level and channel all that acoustic
energy into more research,

In addifion to my own educational experience, I hope
that the members of ISSP have gained something, if only

amusement, from watching my own entics. I have tried to



approach my various tasks with an idea of making buseiken a
little better place. Many students, both here and in the USA,
work only toward the final goal of graduation., They give
little thought to making a lasting contribution to the laboratory
where they spend five years (or more!). As & specific example,
I notice that broken equipment i1s most often subjected to only
temporary repair, so that the device will operate (hopefully)
long enough to finish the experiment. Repairs, however, should
always be of & permanent nature, so that the next experiment
can also be accormplished without delay. In my own work, I
have probably appeared somewhat agressive, but I hope some of
this has rubbed off too. I have noticed that most of the
student research problems originate in the minds of the faculty.
Students and assistants should take more initetive to delve
into new sreas, and do really original research., The doctor
course student, not the professor, should bs the real expert
on his problem,

The Roppongl scene, of which buseiken is a part, has
been most fascinating., Besides my favorite sport of girl-
watching (in which many buseiken students are now quite skilful),
the Roppongi eating house has been a continuing source of
amazement., I have encountered more mysterious species of fish
prepared in exotle ways than I ever thought sxisted.

On a personal level, I have come to feel more like an
actual member of Magnetism-I, and not just a visitor. Probably,

this 1s because I am on about the same level as many of the
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agsistants and share many attitudes with many of the students.
I feel that young écientists can most easily achieve such
rapport, and I hope more young scientists can have the
opportunity to work at ISSP and other Japanese laboratories in
the future, |

In closing, I request that the mouse who lives under the
magnet in room 005 continue to be well-fed until I return to

Japan in 1972.

(Carl E, Patton)
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