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NOTES ON MY RETIREMENT AS VISITING SCIENTIST

J. F. Dillon, Jr.

My stay at the Busseiken has passed by with ever
increasing speed, and has now quite abruptly ended. As each
month passed I have become more adapted and more addicted to
life in Tokyo, and I leave with many regrets. It is clear
that we are leaving Japan too soon. There are many people
to know better and there are many places to visit. It will
probably be some years before a return trip can be arranged.
For my family and for myself it has been a rich full year.

We are immensely grateful to the staff members of the Busseiken
for many different kinds of hospitality, and help and friend-
ship. 1In particular, I marvel at the many ways in which
Professor Tomono has helped us. I have taken much of his time,
and I sincerely thank him for it. |

The English conwversation class which my wife and I
have conducted has been an important part of our stay here.
Through it we have met and come to know a delightful group of
younger members of the Institute. We helped to keep current
their skills in spoken English, and they taught us much about
Japan. t was all very successful.

I must commend the University for its wisdom and
foresight in providing the new International Lodge for foreign
visitors. Ite facilities have certainly made our Jjourney here
much more comfortable than it otherwise could have been. Of

course the Lodge makes 1t possible to attract more visitors to



Tokyo, in addition, as visitors from different fields,
countries and university departments meet; I think it will
serve as a valuable added source of cross fertilization in
the University. _

In addition to the excitement of current research
I find that I have been greatly interested in the stream of
questions on science and public policy which have come up.
After all this has been the year: (a) of the controversy
over the support of the International Conference on the
Physics of Semiconductors by the U. S. Army, (b) of the
opening of the new RCA Laboratory in the face of local oppo-
sition and of local support, (c) of the rejection by a pro-
fessor of this University of a student because he would
receive financial support from an organization doing business
with the United States military, (d) of the rising tide of
opposition to the nolsy heliport adjacent to the Busseiken,
(e) of renewed discussion of the "brain drain", (f) of the
involvement of a major newspaper in many of these items, and
so on. It has been a fascinating year. In countless discus-
sions I have learned something of the diverse opinions which
go to make up the Japanese response to these and other ques-
tions, surely my interest will persist for a long time. To
catalog my views on each of these topics would be presump-
tuous and after the fact (except to record the hope that the
helicopters can be evicted without too great a trauma) .

Perhaps a few comments would be permissible. The

proper frame of reference for good modern science 1is an
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international one. My stay in Japan as a Guggenheim Fellow
Vis consistent with this as are lengthy visits of many Japanese
physicists in foreign laboratories. The broad participation
in international scientific meetings fits this pattern; numerous
examples spring to mind. To suggest that in the long run one
can stifle a "brain drain" by lessening international contact
is deplorable. Suppose the prestige or .the opportunity or the
salaries or the funds associated with research in Japan are
ever such that an embarrassingly large number of scientists
_choose to leave the country. Surely the enlightened response
ié to re-examine the national commitment to science and tech-
nology. A manifestly hopeless response would be to restrict
scientists in their international contacts in the hope that
they would not find out about conditions abroad. Similarly
an appeal to the patriotism of the scientist would not be a
reasonable substitute for dealing with the problem. It seemed
to this observer that some of the industrial opposition to the
RCA Laboratory was motivated by just such an attempt to
lessen the perspective of the scientists of Japan. Much of
the discussion of the "brain drain" as reported by the news-
papers appeared to be on the same level.

In this country because of the government's over-
whelming administrative control of the major universities, the
climate for research is to a remarkable degree determined by
conscious government decisions. Since the technology of ten

or fifteen years hence depends on health of current research.
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the prestige and the opportunity and the salaries and the
funds must eventually be judged in the international frame

of reference.

Tokyo J. F. DILLON, JR.

August 1967
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