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A JAPAN POSTDOCTORAL

In just a few days I will return to the land where re-
search is done in shoes, the electricity is left on all night,
and where tea is not served at 4:00 p.m. After only a year,
Japan feels like home and the U.S. like the foreign land -
especially to our young son who remembers no other home.
Without the friendship and hospitality shown us by the staff
at Busseiken we would have remained strangers to Japan and
would never have fully understood your pride in it. I must
especially thank the people of Magnetism II for their endless
patience in understanding and improving my Japanese, for as it
improved so did our ability to see Japan and meet her peoplé.
During the year my wife taught an English class at Busseiken,
but it was she who was the student while her class taught her
Japanese manners, foods, and attitudes. To all those who
invited us to their homes, included us in their excursion,
and talked with us for countless hours, we are grateful.
Those visits, outings and talks will be some of our most
vivid memories of Japan.

When I first thought about studying outside the U.S.
a visiting Japanese physicist encouraged me to come here.
I am grateful to him, for there is no better place I could
have come and no better time to have done it. Physics here
is approached somewhat differently than in the U.S. While
I want to build one instrument quickly and modify it until
works, my Japanese colleague wants to build several and chcose
the one which works best. Both methods succeed. What is more
important, however, is that both of us are young enough to

incorporate the differences of approach into our later working



habits. I find it somewhat unfortunate that most scientists
do not find an opportunity to visit a foreign institution
until their methods are too firmly fixed to be significantly
influenced. I consider the year I have spent here as
important as any other part of my education. I intend to
encourage other American students to do the same, and hope
that Japanese students will soon have a similar opportunity
to study abroad.

There is, of course, one major disadvantage of Busseiken
for the visiting researcher, and it is one not easily over-
come, It is that the rest of Japan surrounds Busseiken, luring
the visitor to explore. I have tried to balance between
visiting Japan and visiting Busseiken, but the balance always
seems to tip toward Japan. We have enjoyed being guests in
your country and in your laboratory. We will miss both, and

are already anxious to return.

M. Salamon
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