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The Importance to Japanese Business of
Increased Financial Support for Science

The time has come for me to say goodbye to the Institute
after a very pleasant and instructive academic year. The
people I have met here have been hospitable, charming,
attractive, and friendly. People have gone out of their way
to help me, to lend me equipment, and to answer questions.

I am indebted to many of the Institute professors for wise,
incisive, critical suggestions.

Prof. Tomono has suggested that I can express my thanks
for all this hospitality by recording my views on another
problem, I believe the political and business leaders of
Japan should enthusiastically favor increased financial
support of science in Japan., My argument runs as follows.

It is wellknown that Japan is one of the leading industrial
producers of the world, but that she has few of the usual raw
materials or natural resources used for such manufacture.

In the absence of other explanations one is compelled to
attribute this to the industriousness and especially to the
technological competence of Japan's people. The only way

Japan can continue to lead the world in manufacturing while
still raising her standard of living is to be technologically
supreme. Japan's situation in the world is similar to the
situation of Boston in the United States. In 1946 the
industries which had supported Boston for many decades were
either dying or moving to other areas. Shipping and textile
and other manufacturing moved south to areas where labor was
cheaper, leaving the Boston area ready for economic collapse.
However, during World War II the Radiation Laboratory at
Harvard and MIT had attracted many creative and enterprising
scientists to Boston and Cambridge. These men attracted
investors and started many scientific and electronics companies
in the Boston area. With the growing importance of electronics
since 1950, Boston has become, unexpectedly, a very much richer
community. This, of course, benefitted all the people in the
Boston area, workers, shopkeepers, doctors and lawyers, and
especially businessmen, Because of this example, and similar
examples in Palo Alto, California, northern New Jersey, and
other places, businessmen all over the United States want to
encourage scientific research in their local universities.

The business and political leaders in my home state of Michigan
spend a great deal of effort giving as much financial aid as
they can to scientific research in the local universities.

They do this because they know it will produce new technology
which will make Michigan richer and make business better.
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I believe that, since Japan's continued economic health
depends on its strong technology, it is imperative that Japan's
leaders —- both financial and political -- see to it that

scientifid research be generously supported —- at a level far
higher than it is today. This is vital to the future of Japan.

Henry L. Stadler




Some Impressions of My Stay in Tokyo

As I look back over what seems now to have been a very
short year in Japan, two strong impressions come to my mind.
The first of these is the great hospitality shown to me by
everyone at the Institute. The members of Professor Sugawara's
group in particular were most attentive to my research needs
and continually went out of their way to provide apparatus, to
help me with measurements, and to discuss results. But it was
also very pleasant to discover that, outside our group,
assistance was always cordially preferred. The kindness of
various staff members in providing advice and suggestions is grate-
fully acknowledged. Many thanks are due to the administrative
offices for helping me to procure materials. The rapid
services of the library in tracking down references and the
shops in providing special apparatus are greatly appreciated.
Perhaps the warmest form of this general hospitality was
extended by the many people; not necessarily involved in my
work, who were willing to try their English conversation on me
and strived to answer my many questions about Japan. I have
felt guite honored by all this attention. To be a guest in
Japan is a rare privilege.

My second impression concerns living in Tokyo. Before my
arrival here many Japanese acquaintances in the States
apologized in advance for the inconvenience the largest city
in the world would provide. After a year's experience in this
city I now dismiss those dire warnings as nonsense, My
children have been ever eager to explore new places and new
things to do in Tokyo. The travel distances are sometimes far
but we were always sure that everyone was provided with reading
material during the long train rides. In my daily subway
commuting I have managed to get through Kawabata, Tanizaki,
Osaragi, Abe, Mishima (in translation) and many western
authors I have neglected for years. My wife and I have found
ourselves going out once, often twice, a week to try new
restaurants, see new films, the ballet, a jazz coffee shop.
The possibilities seem endless, The city is expensive in many
ways but also abounds in low cost entertainment. It is
crowded, but on the other hand it is refreshing to see how well
ten million (or is it eleven?) inhabitants can get along with
each other given the correct philosophy. My advice is to stop
apologizing for Tokyo and start publicizing its virtues. For
some of us it is the most wonderful city in the world. My
problem now is how to make my family happy again with a small

town in Western Massachusetts.
C. W. Dempesy
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