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A fond farewell to Japah

To: The Letter from the Institute for Solid State Physics
From: Peter and Barbara Offenhartz

_ In just a few weeks, at the beginning of September, we shall be
leaving Japan and returning to the United States. We leave with
strongly mixed emotions: : it will be wonderful to be home again, but
sad to leave Japan behind. TFor our parents, it will be the first time
they have seen our son John Ken, who was born in Tokyo last September.
Tt will also be the first time in a year and a half that they have
seen us or our four-year-old daughter Kathleen (they visited us when
we were in Cambridge last year, so we have seen them once since we
left the United States). We are especially looking forward to seeing
them again, and also to seeing our many friends whom we left behind.

But even with the prospect of meny enjoyable reunions with our
friends and families, we leave Japan with regret. TFor Kathleen, it
means not seeing her many kindergarden friends again, and she will
especially miss our Japanese maid Chizuko-san. John Ken will also
miss her very much, although for him, leaving Japan will not be so
hard as he is still too young to notice much difference. Perhaps he
will miss his daily o-furo most of all.

For us, leaving Japan means leaving many friends behind, espe-
cially Professor Satoru Sugano, his assistant Nr. Shinada, Dr. Fumiko
Nakazawa and her husband, and our friends in our English conversation
classes. They have all been wonderfully kind to us, and we have
learned a great deal from them about Japan and its customs. We leave
here greatly in their debt; indeed, in the debt of all those at the
Institute for Solid State Physics who helped make our stay so enjoyable.

More than anything else, however, leaving Japan means leaving a
certain atmosphere of peacefulness and harmony. Tokyo may well be a
huge and dirty city - any city of its size elsewhere in the world is
at least as dirty, in its own way - but it is also a city of peaceful
quiet gardens, beautiful homes, and soft-spoken people. Going outside
of Tokyo of course means having even more of this” atmosphere of rest-
fulness. The Japanese people are fortunate in their history and
culture, for it is this which gives them their unique union in
national purposes and goals and desires, and allows them such an
even~tempered present existence.

We shall miss seeing rice fields and volcanoes and sleeping
on the tatami and eating o-sushi. But we are also looking forward to
American corn-on-the-cob, steak, wheat fields and the Rocky Mountains.
More than all else, we are looking forward to the atmosphere of our own
country, as restless and rough-hewn as it is. As much as we admire the
peacefulness of Japan, we miss the restlessness of America, and as much
as we will miss the soft-spoken people of Japan, we now miss having
our own outspoken people to talk and argue and dispute with.

This is what we mean when we say we are leaving Japan with mixed

emations. Peter 0'D. Offenhartz Barbara H. Offenhartz
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