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Some Impreéssions Of Japan

I have been asked To write something about my s8tay in

JaPan. By this Time mosTt Japanese have had sSome eXPeri-

ence with foreigners and muel have hear all The possgible
Impressions, There have probably been more books Written
about understanding JaPan Tthan abolt any other Ccountry .

I have seen bppoks entitled”The Heart of Japan$,”The Soul.

of Japan’ and” The Japamese Mind”? I don’ t know wWhat part
of the pody of Japan there mightT be lefT for me TO com-
ment upon. .I have not had time to make a study of Japanes
habits Or customs and so my impressions are Obtained

mainly frome the public .tranportation, resTaurants, and

the people at this Institute, I cannot sSpeak Japanes nor
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have I traveled extensively, In sort, I feel that 1 am a
highly unqualified commenvTator 80 That what I have TO say
will probably reflect more on my Thinking than on anything
Japanese,

I recall that my first impression of Tokyo was that 1t
is very crowed, In some of The department stores on sun-
day my movement seemed to depend mainly on the collision
probability and I felt like a particle undergoing Brow-
nian motion with a mean free path of about TwO meters,
One needs a 1ot Of energy to keep up with thecpdce of life in
Tokyo. especially with respect TO The transportatiocn
system, If in addition one contemplate golng tO any
other place the energy needed just to arrive there is
enough to discourage all but the strong-hearted, I am
amazed at the ensrgy of The young people who have enough
stamina to stand up all the way to their recreation
placss, play hard, and then return., I suppose They must
have a gecreT gource of power, mavbhbe unagi, However,
the punctuality of Japanese trains and the beautiful
gecenery more than compensate for Tthe crowed conditions,

I am toid that the Emperor dosn’t like very hot baths
and very hot tea, I agree with him, I like most of the
Japanese food I have tried, including Japanese pickles,
(except for takuwan), Some of the other things I will
remember are the night sounds, especially the booming
voice of the sweet potato vendor, soOba-ya sanp®s Trumpet,
and the mournful bark of the Japanese dogs.

For me one of the most attractive facets of Japanese

1ife is the coustant preocccupation with beauty. This



concern for the creation 0f pleasant surroundings seems
TO permeate almost all phases of life here and the gene-
ral level of arctistic sense seems t0 be very high, I
especially like tThe use of flowers and bamboo,

There is considerable curiotity about Japan in the
United States, especially on the Pacific Coast, However,
the picTture That most Americans get of Japan from movies,
television, and newspapers is very different from what
life is 1like here, After looking at America from the
Japanese side I can see that Tthere is a similar distor-
tion, I hope that these defects will be erased in Ttime as
the communication Dbetween our courtries improves,

The legend about Japansse hospitality, especially to
Westerners, is certainly true, If there ie any fault it
is that, from the fOreigner’s point of view, the Japanese
are too kind in that they 8oOmetimesg oveéranticipats his
wishes and infer too much unintended meaning into his
remarks, I think this stems from a difference in the kind
of personal relationships which Japanese and Westerners
prefer and in the interpretation which is placed on acts
of courtesy,

I have been told that I should not be allowed to leave
Japan without getting TO knoWw the #real” Japan, I cannot
say Which part, if any, of reality I understand. It has
been very stimulating to get to know some of the Japanese
people and my only regret is that I cannot communicate
better, My remarks have been necessarity brief and super-~
ficial, If anyone has any specific gquestions about any-
thing I have or have not said I would bs glad‘co discuss

them, Robert Rhodes
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