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Shortly after my arrival in Japan at the end of August, the 2020 summer Olympic games were granted to Tokyo. It 

was thanks to Christel Takigawa's speech in the run-up to this event that I became aware of おもてなし, an idea 

which would come to define my stay here. Before listing some of my experiences of おもてなし from the last three 

months, however, a little bit of background on how I ended up in Kashiwa. 

 

When not in Japan, I work as an instrument scientist at the Institut Laue-Langevin (ILL), a neutron scattering 

facility in Grenoble, France. My tasks there involve running and maintaining a neutron spectrometer called D7, as 

well as taking care of the scientists who come from all over the world to use it. The neutron source at the ILL was 

shut down for a year of maintenance in August, leaving me free to go on sabbatical for some of that time. The ISSP 

was a natural choice of destination given my past here; starting in 2011, I spent just over a year as a postdoc in Hiroi 

Zenji-sensei's laboratory. That time was both a great adventure and exceptionally productive, and when it came to an 

end, I regretted I could not stay a little longer. This visiting professorship finally gave me the possibility to do just 

that. 

 

Arriving in Kashiwa after a long flight on a hot August day, it was a relief to be taken directly to my 

accommodation by the ever-helpful Kameda Akiko-san and Seki Chihiro-san from the International Liaison Office. In 

the following couple of days, they helped me open a bank account, organize a residence permit, and buy various 

supplies for the apartment. This now (as then) strikes me as an excellent example of おもてなし.  

 

Later on in my stay, I was fortunate to have the opportunity to make several trips around Japan, both for work and 

for pleasure. Although I visited many beautiful places on these journeys, the most rewarding part was always making 

contact with the local people. Some examples of this include being invited by for a home-cooked meal by complete 

strangers in a small village on Shikoku, and enjoying local shochu with an inn owner in Kyushu. 

 

Closer to home, I also found myself welcomed by both friends and strangers. Yamauchi Touru-san not only invited 

me to participate in lunch-time soccer in Kashiwanoha park, but also to his home for a great dinner party. I was able 

to take part in a great Joukyo gathering thanks to Miyake Atsushi-san, a fellow (former) Grenoblois. Finally, Miyata 

Seiichi-san at the Yoshida House Museum in Kashiwa (much recommended, incidentally) gave me a personal guided 

tour and delicious persimmons from the garden.  

 

Perhaps the example of おもてなし I can think of, however, is the friendly and welcoming atmosphere I have 

enjoyed in the Hiroi laboratory over the last few months. Hiroi-sensei is in large part responsible for this, and I look 

back with pleasure on our many discussions, whether scientific or otherwise, in the office or over dinner. Okamoto 

Yoshihiko-san was fantastic to work with, always helpful if I had a question or needed something in the laboratory. I 

also enjoyed collaborating with Ishikawa Hajime-san, a very talented young scientist and a very nice guy. The 

Master's students, Hirose Takahiro-san, Nagashima Issei-san, Nakazono Taishi-san, and Ishii Wataru-san, all 

combined kindness with an infectious enthusiasm for science; I am sure they all have bright futures ahead of them. 

The lunches, trips, and laboratory parties we all enjoyed together will remain among the most enduring memories of 

my stay. 

 

It was an excellent 3 months. Thank you for the おもてなし, and hope to see you again. 
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